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2. Atheism.

3. Agnosticism.

4 . pangnism
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. anthropomorphism
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. pantheism
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Exploring the Interplay of Religion and Fifrat(Innate Human
Disposition): A Study on the Exegetical Perspectives of Allamah
Tabatabaei and Ayatollah Javadi Amuli

1
Tayyebeh Babaeiyan
2
Abbas Mosallaei-Poor Yazdi

Abstracts

The Qur'an extensively discusses the concept of human beings and their potential for
ultimate perfection. The underlying philosophy of the prophets' missions and the
revelations of religions and divine laws is to guide humanity towards eternal bliss. To
facilitate this journey towards eternal happiness and true perfection, humans have
been endowed with certain capabilities by the Creator. Among these capabilities, the
firrat (innate human disposition) is arguably the most significant. Simultaneously,
through the dispatch of messengers and the establishment of religion, God introduces
the ultimate goal of religion as the attainment of human perfection. Verse 30 of Surah
al-Ram, also known as the verse of fifrat, is the only QurBanic verse where the words
‘din’ (religion) and 'fisrat’ (innate disposition) co-occur, necessitating an exploration of
their relationship. This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, scrutinizes
the relationship between religion and fifrat in verse 30 of Sarah al-Ram from the
perspectives of two eminent exegetes, Allamah Tabatabaei and Ayatollah Javadi
Amuli. The study concludes that 'fizrat' represents a unique form of creation, while
religion provides a framework of laws guiding humans towards their innate
disposition. This innate guidance forms the basis for revelatory guidance, with the
ultimate goal being a return to an internal, intuitive guidance — the highest form
imaginable. The central aim of prophetic guidance is to awaken this innate nature in
humans, enabling them to achieve their full potential and return to their true selves.
Keywords: Innate Human Disposition, Religion, Verse of Fifrat, Verse 30 of Sarah
al-Ram, Allamah Tabatabaei, Ayatollah Javadi Amuli
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Imam as a Vicegerent of God: Early Shi‘i Conception of Imamate

1
Mujtaba Tari-wardi
Abstracts

An exploration of the early Shi‘i concepts concerning Imamate helps reveal the
doctrine of Imamate as perceived in its totality by the early Shi‘i community. By
employing a historical-analytical approach, this study aims to elucidate the idea of the
vicegerency of God (khilafat Allah) as a fundamental component of Shi‘i conception
of Imamate. Their belief in the doctrine of infallibility _ embodied in a variety of
words and expressions - is articulated in the backdrop of socio-political context and in
relation to competing ideas on Islamic leadership and authority. Subsequently, other
ideas indispensable to the concept of imamate are discussed, this include: Divine
appointment (nasb) and designation (nass), the distinct title of 'wasi' (legatee), Imam's
unique, extensive knowledge, in addition to a special spiritual stature reserved for the
Imam. The findings demonstrate a stability of authentic Shi‘i beliefs concerning
Imamate since the very early days of Shi‘ism, thus challenging the theory of evolution
of Shi‘i conception of Imamate through the early period.

Keywords: Vicegerency of God, Infallibility, Divine appointment (nasb), Imam'’s
unique knowledge, Conception of Imamate.
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Ontological Analysis of Divine Attributes Among Imami Theologians:
From the School of Baghdad to the School of Hilla

Muhammad Ja‘far Rezaei1

Abstract

The ontology of Divine attributes, particularly the relationship between the essence
and attributes of God, has been a contentious issue among Muslim theologians. The
Imamiyya and Mu ‘tazila, in contrast to the Ahl al-Hadith and Ash‘arites, denied the
attributes as being distinct from the Divine essence, adhering to their belief in the
unity of attributes (tawhid al-sifat). The majority of Mu tazilites subscribed to the
theory of representation (niyaba), viewing the Divine essence as representative of
Divine attributes in manifesting the predicates of these attributes. Scholars from the
initial period of the Hilla theological school . such as al-Himmasi al-Razi and al-
Muhaqqiq al-Hilli . who adopted the methodology of the later Mu tazilites also
critiqued the theory of states and embraced the theory of representation. Theologians
from the second period of the Hilla school, including Khwaja al-Tusi, Ibn Maytham
al-Bahrani, Allamah al-Hilli and Fazil Miqdad, not only continued their critique of the
theory of states, but also incorporated philosophical terminology and arguments to
elucidate their perspectives. However, this usage was selective, and the Hilla
theologians critiqued and dismissed Ibn Sina’s positions on this topic in several
significant instances. Some expressions by these theologians superficially resemble
the philosophical theory of identity (‘ayniyyat). Nonetheless, a more detailed
examination reveals that the official theory of Imami theologians during the second
period of the Hilla School remained the theory of representation.

Keywords: School of Baghdad, School of Hilla, Divine Attributes, Relationship
Between Divine Essence and Attributes
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Ontological and Semantic Examination of Divine Names and
Attributes: Insights from Abu Hashim al-Ja‘fari

Hasan Vakili1

Abstract
The exploration of early Imami theological thought leads us to two significant
discourses concerning the names and attributes of God: ontological and semantic
analysis. Among Imami thinkers, Abu Hashim al-JaBfari stands out for transmitting a
detailed narration on this subject that demonstrates remarkable precision. Our research
delves into the perspective of Abu Hashim on the ontological and semantic analysis of
God's names and attributes. According to him, God is devoid of any attribute at the
level of essence. All attributes have been created to serve as a medium between God
and His servants, facilitating prayer and supplication. On the semantic level, he
acknowledges Divine attributes through the lens of negative theology, negating terms
contradictory to Divine essential attributes. Furthermore, he acknowledges the
positive attributes of Divine essence by attributing them to Divine actions, signifying
that Divine attributes are manifestations of the Divine essence within creation. Our
research methodology is analytical-descriptive, and the information gathering process
is library-based.
Keywords: Imami Theology, Abu Hashim al-Ja@fari, Ontological Analysis of Names
and Attributes, Semantic Analysis of Names and Attributes
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Origination of the Cosmos (Hudith al- ‘Alam) in Early Imami Thought

Sayyid Jamal al-Din Mousavi1

Abstract
The debate concerning the origination of the cosmos (hudiith al- ‘alam) boasts a deep
historical lineage, with roots extending back to at least the era of ancient Greece. This
intellectual heritage was inherited by Imami theologians, of whom, the 'theorizing
theologians' (mutakallimin-i nazariyyih pardaz) critically examined the Greek notions
concerning the origination of physical bodies. The traditions narrated from the Ahl al-
Bayt @ also delve into this subject, articulating the origination of the universe through
logical arguments during their debates with the heretics (al-zandiga). These narrations
argue for the universe's origination based on the principles of bodily transformation,
decay and transference, as well as the emergence of an entity ex nihilo. This line of
reasoning forms the crux of an argument known as the argument of the four states of
being (al-akwan al-arba ‘a). Origination of the cosmos was a dominant perspective
among early Imami thinkers, contested only by the ghulat. A number of ghulat
traditions assume the pre-eternal existence of the Ahl al-Bayt ®, alongside the Divine
essence. Narrations discussing the luminous pre-existential entity of the Ahl al-Bayt @
and preordained creation (khilga taqdiriyya) may be viewed as the basis of ghulat
theorization and departure from the authentic Imami doctrine.
Keywords: Origination of the cosmos (hudiith al- ‘alam), Theological School of Kiufa,
Theological School of Qom, Hisham ibn al-Hakam.
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The Possibility and Scope of Rational Knowledge of God: A
Perspective from the Traditionist-Theologians of Kufa

1
Ali Amir-Khani
Abstract

This paper, employing a historical approach in the study of Islamic theology and
based on the narrated traditions and historical reports, investigates the possibility and
scope of rational knowledge of God from the viewpoint of the intellectual current of
traditionist-theologians (mufzaddith-mutakallimiin) in the school of Kafa. According
to extant evidence, the majority of Imamis within the theological school of Kiifa
(comprising a vast spectrum of traditionist-theologians) believed in the possibility of
rational knowledge of God given that it did not entail transgressing either of the two
limits; za 71l (the negation of any meaningful cognition of the Divine) and tashbih
(anthropomorphism). The abundance of reports implying the possibility of rational
knowledge within the confines of the two limits, suggests that the possibility of
rational knowledge of God, was in itself a given and beyond dispute. To avoid
anthropomorphism, these theologians refrained from ontologically ascribing positive
attributes to the Divine essence. They believed that such ascriptions limits the Divine
essence, enumerates it, and contradicts its pre-eternity. Yet, from a semantic
perspective, they recognized pre-eternal essential attributes such as knowledge and
power, attributing these —through negative theology— to the essence of the Creator
even prior to the act of creation. Their viewpoint, as depicted in heresiographical
sources, appears to be somewhat incomplete and inconsistent. Nevertheless, based on
several transmitted traditions, a number of Imamis dismissed the notion of essential
pre-eternal attributes. They held the belief that the ascription of eternal essential
attributes in any form implies the existence of entities from eternity. This position was
refuted by the Imams® and the majority of the Imamiyyah, and thus, it failed to gain
traction among the Imamiyyah mainstream.

Keywords: Rational knowledge of God, Knowledge within the two limits, School of
Kdfa, Traditionist-theologians (mukaddith-mutakallimiin), Negation of attributes
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