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Abstracts

Knowledge and its Relationship with Authority (Wilayah) and Ethics —
A Reflection based on the Holy Qur’an and Imamiyyah Narrations

Abstracts

Amir Rezagholi*

Epistemology is a field that discusses the nature, tools, criteria, and causes of
knowledge. While this discipline, in its compiled form, is relatively new, its
subject matter has a longstanding history in Islamic texts. The Holy Qur’an
and the narrations of the infallibles introduce many factors that influence
human knowledge. These factors can either produce correct knowledge or
lead to incorrect knowledge. Reflecting on these factors is a necessity in the
field of epistemology to reduce human epistemic errors and to aid in better
comprehension. This paper examines two significant factors — authority
(wildayah) and ethics — as influential elements in the formation of correct or
unacceptable knowledge, based on verses of the Holy Qur’an and narrations.
It appears that one's association with either rightful or wrongful authority,
along with adherence to good or bad moral conduct, has a profound impact
on one’s cognitive perceptions and alters the quality of his understanding.

Keywords: Epistemology, Correct Knowledge, Ethics, Authority (Wilayah),
Relational Analysis.

s PhD Student in Nahj al-Balagha Studies, The University of Quran and Hadith.
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An Explanation of the Sources of Knowledge from the Perspective of
Shaykh Tiist

Amir Khorsandian%

Among the epistemological discussions that play a fundamental role in this
field, as well as a foundational role in understanding human beings and
divine teachings, is the topic of "sources of knowledge.” This article aims to
present Shaykh Tast’s viewpoint on the sources of knowledge using a
descriptive-analytical method, based on his surviving works. To gain a
precise understanding of Shaykh Tist's perspective, this paper states the
sources, definitions, credibility, and scope of each source, using the limited
surviving epistemological data found in his works. Under some of the topics,

. critical analysis of Shaykh Tust’s viewpoint is presented. This research
describes five epistemic sources (sense perception, intellect, revelation,
- tradition, and natural disposition) according to Shaykh Tast’s works, with

revelation being exclusive to the divinely appointed prophets. Additionally,
“khatir” is considered a motivation for using the sources of knowledge, but it
is not counted as a source alongside the others.

Keywords: Sense Perception, Intellect, Revelation, Tradition, Natural
Disposition.

s Level 3 Seminary Student in Shiite Theology, Ahl al-Bayt (a) Studies Specialization Center.
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The Position of Weak Narrations in the Twelvers’ System of Thought

Habil Javani™

There is a difference of opinion between scholars on various aspects
regarding the use of narrations in shaping the twelvers’ system of thought.
Among those differences, this article specifically addresses the possibility of
utilizing weak narrations in forming the twelvers’ system of thought. To
achieve this aim, the article differentiates between the position of these
narrations as they are and their position as perceived by us, and examines
both these positions separately. Ultimately, it becomes evident that if rational
confidence in weak narrations is achieved through proper clarification, they
can serve as valid proof (hujjat) for us. However, even if their validity is not
established, they still hold value within themselves - such as facilitating the
discovery of truths and reinforcing possible meanings within the system of
thought.

Keywords: Weak Narrations, Twelvers’ System of Thought, Benefits of
Weak Narrations, Position of Weak Narrations.

# Researcher at the Qom Seminary and Instructor at Al-Mustafa International University.
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The Seeming Determinism in the Narrations on "7inat" (Inborn

Disposition) - An Examination of Various Explanations

Mohammad Reza Armiun™

To remove the illusion of determinism from the narrations concerning "sinat"
(Inborn Disposition), various ideas have been proposed. Some have sought to
prevent reflection and analysis of these narrations by attributing their true
knowledge to the Imams or interpreting them as a form of precautionary
dissimulation (tagiyyah). Similarly, by suggesting the unverifiability of such
events, they have interpreted them as metaphors for divine knowledge or
external manifestations. However, the reality of the context in the "ftinat"
narrations is certain, and their clear apparent meaning cannot be dismissed by
assuming errors in understanding, or interpreting them as tagiyyah, or

: metaphorical. Upon reviewing the sayings of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), some
responses to the seeming determinism in these narrations are as follows: "The
. differences in the types of "sinat" relate to the tests and choices of the souls,"

"The differences in "zinat" only lead to certain suitable factors in human
destiny," "The existence of free will is clearly assumed in the narrations on
tfinat in determining their fate," and "The introduction of the concept of bada'
among these reports indicates the reality of tests and the genuine possibility
of changing the type of rinat." Thus, using the internal capacities of the
narrations of Ahl al-Bayt (a) along with the logical implications of these
teachings, the existence of human will in the events prior to the material
creation can be considered certain and accepted.

Keywords: Determinism, Free Will, "Tinat" (Inborn Disposition), Creation,
Bada’

s Assistant Professor at the Islamic Azad University, Karaj Branch.



The Essence of Intellect in Imamiyyah Narrations

Shaban Nosrati*

In the narrations, the intellect (‘aqgl) is described as a being created from light.
This identity may either be a simple existence or one that is composite. This
study aims to explore the existential components of the intellect by analyzing
the narrations and clarify the position of each within the existential structure
of intellect. The results are as follows: 1. Through the analysis of the words
“Igbal” (coming forth) and “idbar” (turning away), which are part of the
successive transmission of the narrative text (al-rawatur al-lafzi) concerning
the intellect, attributes such as power, knowledge, will, movement, and
relational identity are affirmed. 2. The intellect possesses a relational essence;
modesty (haya) is the primary element in receiving messages, while wisdom
(hikmah) is the key element in conveying messages. 3. Light is the primary
matter and origin of the creation of the intellect, upon which other elements
are added to complete its identity. 4. Knowledge, understanding, asceticism,
modesty, wisdom, compassion, and mercy constitute the intrinsic nature of
the intellect. Knowledge and understanding form its core elements, while
asceticism, modesty, wisdom, compassion, and mercy are its secondary
elements. 5. Besides its intrinsic characteristics, the intellect also possesses
qualities such as certainty, faith, truthfulness, tranquility, sincerity,
gentleness, generosity, contentment, submission, and gratitude. These ten
qualities should not be considered external to the intellect, like its troops;
rather they are the components of intellect’s identity.

Keywords: Intellect, Essence of Intellect, Intrinsic Nature of Intellect,
Extrinsic Properties of Intellect, Ontology of Intellect.

s Faculty Member at the Quran and Hadith Research Institute.
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Image Schemas of the Ontological Relationship between Intellect and

Heart in Imamiyyah Narrations

Mohammad Rokaei"

The relationship between the existential dimensions of a human being, based on
religious texts, constitutes an essential and foundational part of the science of
anthropology. Among the most significant of these relationships is that between
the intellect (‘agl) and the heart (galb). In the narrations, three schemas are
employed to depict the ontological relationship between the heart and the
intellect, which, in essence, convey a single type of relationship: a relationship
wherein, beyond the body, the intellect is situated within the heart. The
“capacity” schema demonstrates that the intellect is placed inside the heart, but
the manner in which something is placed inside something else takes place in

various forms. The other two schemas — the “mine” schema and the “residence”
schema — provide more precise details about this ontological relationship. The
© residence schema depicts a dwelling relationship between the intellect and the

heart, while examining the literal meaning of the term "mine" illustrates that it
denotes stability and permanence. Thus, this schema views the relationship of the
intellect within the heart as one of stability and permanence. Accordingly, the
heart is depicted as a hollow space with the intellect at its center, and the area
surrounding intellect has no connection with the heart. The capacity relationship
between the intellect and the heart is not like the placement of an inanimate
object in the heart; rather, the intellect is likened to a person residing in a place
like a house, capable of activity and exerting influence within it.

Keywords: Image Schemas, Intellect, Heart, Capacity Schema, Mine Schema,
Residence Schema
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